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beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 
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, containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 
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Administrative Instructions). 
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INTERNATIONA L PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 
| Box No. I Basis of the report 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/012178 



1 1 ' 23S^t^tT* " baSCd °° ^ intemati ° nal aPP,iCation b Ia « in w1 ** " was filed, unless 

□ TWs report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: ~ 

□ 

international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12 4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



V ISish^l^Lt™™ 0 *- me intemational "PPMcation, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 

The international application as originally fded/furnished 
the description: 

pages i q 

_ i - $ ^ originally filed/furnished 



_ received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the claims: 
pages 



7, 8, 13, 14, 17 



1-3, 10, U, 12, 18-28 



» as originally filed/furnished 

> as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

received by this Authority on 13 August 2004 (13.08.2004) 
_ received by this Authority on " 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages* 



M4 



_ received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



, as originally filed/furnished 



□ 

a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 



4-6, 9, 15, 16 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ 

the sequence listing (specify); 
[~| any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4 ' ' ™lH° n bC u n est ? blished 88 tf C some o0 the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
Se'70 2(o)) y haVC bCen C ° n8idered t0 8 ° bey ° nd «* disclosure - filed, as indicated in me tupp^Z £ 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 



□ 

the drawings, sheets/figs 
the sequence listing (specify): 

□ 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



* If Hem 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-3, 7, 8, 


10-14 , 17-28 YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-3, 7, 8, 


10-14, 17-28 YES 




Claims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-3, 7, 8, 


10-14, 17-28 YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: EP 791847 A (Philips Electronics N. V.), 27 
August 1997, entire text, fig. 2-6, & GB 
9603890 A fie JP 9-236777 A & US 6064424 Al 



The inventions set forth in claims 1-3, 7, 8, 10-14 
and 17 involve an inventive step in relation to the 
documents cited in the international search report. 
Document 1 does not disclose a feature wherein the 
separated elements are not interconnected, and said 
feature is not obvious, even to a person skilled in the 
art . 

The inventions set forth in claims 18-28 involve an 
inventive step in relation to the documents cited in the 
international search report. Document 1 does not disclose 
a feature wherein the inclined portions of the separated 
elements are not disposed in a single straight line, and 
said feature is not obvious, even to a person skilled in 
the art . 
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